


Jackson Pollock was a nonconformist artist who 

revolutionised the world of art. His special technique 

was «Action Painting» that consisted in dripping the 

paint directly on the canvas, without the use of 

paintbrush. 

The meeting with Peggy Guggenheim helped the 

painter to evolve his «Action Painting» technique and 

left a positive imprint on the artist’s life. 

 

 



HIS WORKSHIS WORKS  



Convergence (1952): drips, splashes and splotches   
represent multiple images and sensations. 

 



Mural (1943): the lines and colours are the key 

elements, creating an abstract reality. It represents 

«a stampede of every animal in the American West». 
 



Summertime 9 A (1948):  the new “Action Painting” 

makes him able to represent the intensity of gravity 

and action, conveying energy and dynamism. 

 



Peggy Guggenheim Peggy Guggenheim   

Peggy Guggenheim played a decisive role in 

the history of twentieth century art. She used 

to say that  her duty was to protect the art of 

her time, in fact she dedicated a good part of 

her life to it. 

Peggy was born on August 26th, 1898 by 

Benjamin Guggenheim and Florette 

Seligman, two young scions of the two most 

important New York Jewish families. 

In her twenties, Peggy worked in a bookstore 

in New York, the Sunwise Turn. Here he 

attended and made friends with members of 

the artistic and intellectual circles of the city. 



BY 1938, PEGGY WAS LIVING IN LONDON AND 

HAD OPENED “THE GUGGENHEIM JEUNE 

GALLERY”, A MODERN ART GALLERY THAT 

BECAME FAMOUS FOR AN EXHIBITION OF THE 

ARTIST JEAN COCTEAU, CURATED BY MARCEL 

DUCHAMP. “THE GUGGENHEIM JEUNE GALLERY” 

ALSO EXHIBITED WORKS BY KANDINSKY, 

CALDER, ARP, ERNST, PICASSO AND MIRÓ.  

 



SOCIAL BACKGROUND:SOCIAL BACKGROUND:  
--  THE JAZZ AGETHE JAZZ AGE  

--  LOST GENERATIONLOST GENERATION  

--  AMERICAN LITERATUREAMERICAN LITERATURE  

--  BLACK ARTISTSBLACK ARTISTS  

--  LITERATURE DURING 30LITERATURE DURING 30SS  AND 40AND 40SS  

    



 It was a time during which people reacted to 

the strict morals of last century. Therefore 

young people started creating new dances 

like charleston; parties became an important 

part in their lives. One of the writers that best 

depicted the Jazz Age was Scott Fitzgerald 

with his masterpiece «The Great Gatsby». 



 The «Lost Generation» was a term 

created by Gertrude Stein to 

describe those artists that 

emigrated in Europe and that lost 

their faith in society and the moral 

values after the events of the 

«Great War».  



The twenties were an age of 

experimentation.  

Most American poets 

revolutionised their way of 

writing poems using «free 

verse», experimenting with 

syntax, punctuation and 

typography.  



Afro-American literature found its fullest 

expression in the Harlem Renaissance; here 

every sort of  amusement could be found. 

Artists like L. Hughes and Z. Hurston  had to 

face the problem of self-definition through a 

new evaluation of their past. Jazz, in 

particular, represented a revolution in the 

aesthetics of musical rhythm and a rebellion 

against the conventions of the past in favour 

of new values. 



The literature of the Thirties 

and Forties  was characterised 

by a bitter pessimism. Also 

because of the Great 

Depression there was a new 

social consciousness and a 

deep interest in politics and 

psychology.  

 



 

This interdisciplinary work, realized by the students of V 

A, V B, V C, is the result of  an interesting,  fruitful and  

productive teamwork!! 
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